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August is a significant month for the following 
veterans observances:
On Friday 15, 2025, Nar Nar Goon RSL 
representatives will be observing the 80th 
anniversary of Victory in the Pacific (VP) Day, 
marking the end of war with Japan. 
A small wreath laying service will be held at the 
Nar Nar Goon RSL Memorial Park at 11:00am
All are welcome to lay flowers and pay respects 
to the fallen, or your own family members who 
may have served.
On Monday 18 August, Nar Nar Goon RSL 
representatives will commemorate the 59th 
anniversary of the Battle of Long Tan and honor the 
service and sacrifice of all Vietnam War veterans. 
This day also marks the 50th anniversary of the 
last Australian troop withdrawal from Vietnam.
A small wreath laying service will be held at the 
Nar Nar Goon RSL Memorial Park at 11:00am
All are welcome to lay flowers and pay respects 
to the fallen, and veterans, especially Vietnam 
Veterans and their descendants who served in the 
campaign.
Help us continue to represent and recognise those 
who fought so gallantly, but were not welcomed 
home as they should have been.

LEST WE FORGET

NAR NAR GOON PROGRESS ASSOCIATION

GOON NEWS
THE

THE VOICE OF NAR NAR GOON - THE MURAL TOWN

Volume 27   Issue 07								                          August 2025

ABN:  24 367 068 998

GOON NEWS DEADLINES:
Next Deadline for submissions will be the 

30th AUGUST
Email:  goonnews3812@gmail.com

NNG Progress Association Meeting:
7pm, Tuesday 26th August

St John’s Community Centre
(behind the Posh Op Shop)

8 Main Street, Nar Nar Goon

All Welcome!

Next History Group Meeting:
• Monday 18th August at 2pm at St John’s church 
Guest speaker: Jason Downes
The Downes family have been part of the fabric 
of NNG for many years. Come along and hear the 
family story from Jason. All welcome 

• Monday, September 22nd, 2pm at St. John’s church
Guest Speaker/s: The Geoff Dore Family
The Dore family were among the early  settlers of 
NNG. The Dore story will help us all connect the 
pieces of history to NNG

• Friday, 24th October, 9am - SWAMP TOUR

If you’d like to join the History Group just turn up 
at one of the meetings where you’ll be added to the 
mailing list.  There is no cost to be a member and 
you are sure to know some or many of the faces 
attending.

Nar Nar Goon
RSL Sub Branch
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NAR NAR GOON
SUPPORT LOCAL

**    Stay Connected:**
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram for the latest updates and promotions!

- - -

**    Function Room:**
- ** Available for hire **

- Perfect for events, celebrations and gatherings.

**    Bottle Shop Hours:**
- ** Monday to Tuesday: ** 2 PM - 9 PM 

- ** Wednesday to Sunday: ** 12 PM - 10 PM

**    Meals Available (Wednesday to Sunday):**
- ** Lunch:  ** 12 PM - 2:30 PM 

- ** Dinner:  ** 5:30 PM - 8:30 PM
** Takeaway Available **

**     The Nar Nar Goon Hotel **
**     Phone: ** 5942 5221 

** Website: **     [www.narnargoonhotel.com.au]
(http://www.narnargoonhotel.com.au)

- - -

- - -

- - -

Please ring 000 for immediate emergency 
assistance and attendance - 131444 for any 
other police assistance or reporting.  Or contact 
the station via below details. 

Bunyip Police Station 
4 Pearson St, Bunyip, 3815,Vic
Phone 5629 5205 Fax 56295 5999
BUNYIP-UNI-OIC@police.vic.gov.au
Police Aboriginal Liaison Officer

Bunyip Police
5629 5205

Luke & Kylie
5 Carney Street
Nar Nar Goon

TheButcherwithTheChef

Ph: 5942 5370

Nar Nar Goon
Smokehouse

Home Salon in
Nar Nar Goon
By appointment only

M - 0477101989

KPLhairstudio
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Project Poppy
If you're looking for a great 'winter sport' that 
can be enjoyed anywhere, anytime, then have a 
go at crocheting or knitting some poppies so that 
the Nar Nar Goon RSL can grow this wonderful 
display. 
Project Poppy began in 2022 in an effort to put 
the town on display around Remembrance 
Day & ANZAC Day of each year.  The display 
showcases the poppies as a visual mark of respect 
and commemoration to fallen soldiers.
You can’t deny that the centotaph and town look 
incredible when it is dressed up with the poppies.   
Members of the community including schools, 
groups and local businesses are encouraged to 
participate in building up a cache of crocheted or 
felt flowers, garlands and other displays.
Get in contact with the NNG RSL for more 
information.  Message the Nar Nar Goon RSL 
Facebook page facebook.com/NNGoonRSL or 
email secretary.narnargoonrsl@gmail.com

  

EVERY THURSDAY!
Community Hall, Nar Nar Goon (opposite primary school) 

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL 
COMMUNITY, COME AND HAVE 

A PLAY AND WIN !!

EYES DOWN at 7.30pm
EVERY THURSDAY!!! 

Books on sale from 6:30pm for the 1st session 
and 8.00pm for the 2nd / 3rd session / flyers

• 1st SESSION ($2 books) 
• 2nd / 3rd SESSION ($4 books)

• 2 BINGO FLYERS ($1/$2 Ducks, Big Bucks)
• RAYS RAFFLES ($2 tickets)

• 1st Number-Last Number ($1 tickets)

(Win $50 or a meat tray from The Butcher With The Chef) 
(Win up to $1000 JACKPOT in the last game)
(Win up to $20,000 in linked Big Bucks bingo)

(Win $100 bingo voucher last Thurday of the month)

Canteen available with complimentry tea/coffee/milo 
before last session.  Cooled/heated venue.  EFT available.  
Must be 18yrs or older.  A Non Profit Organisation here all 

profits go to local clubs/organisations.  

Any Questions call Sharon ph: 0417 446 840

BINGO Gift Vouchers

NNG Progress Association MEETING
Tuesday 24th June 

7pm, NNG Community Centre 
(behind the Posh Op-Shop)

All welcome!

Contact the NNG Progress Association via email:
nngprogress3812@gmail.com

GOON’S GOODS
Free sharing station for fruits and vegetables.  

You don’t need to give to take, help yourself to 
whatever you like and drop off whatever surplus 

you have when you have it!

Located at Kindergarten entry.
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KPL Hairstudio

Hi, 

I’m Kelly – the heart behind KPL Hairstudio.  
With 18 years of experience in the hair industry, 
I’ve built a space where creativity, connection, 
and good vibes come together.  

Whether it’s a fresh cut, a bold new colour, or 
a gorgeous hair-up for a special occasion, I love 
helping people feel confident and completely 
themselves.

I’m lucky to have a loyal bunch of clients who’ve 
become more like friends.  My salon is a relaxed, 
welcoming space – and yes, my dog Milo is 
usually around for cuddles and moral support.

If you’re after great hair and a down-to-earth 
experience, you’re in the right place.

Home Salon in Nar Nar Goon

By appointment only

M - 0477 101 989

       KPLhairstudio
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OLD TIME DANCE
Nar Nar Goon North

2nd Saturday of the month
8.00 til 11.30

$8.50 admission
(includes supper)

5th Saturday if applicable
(ladies please bring a

plate of supper to share)

Live Music
- 3 piece band -

All welcome
Nar Nar Goon North Hall

(cnr Dore & Bessie Creek Road)
Enquiries Phone Kaye 0407 343 754

Our Advertisers.
Support the local businesses that are 

supporting the Goon News. 

A big thank you goes out to our 
advertisers.  Your advertising keeps 

the Goon News going. 

Thinking of advertising??
Contact us on:

goonnews3812@gmail.com
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After a strong season, we are coming to the pointy 
end of the season and the club is well placed as we 
head into finals.  Our run home sees us coming up 
against Inverloch-Kongwak, Korrumburra-Bena, 
Tooradin-Dalmore & Cora Lyn. 

Current ladder positions:
A Grade  -  2nd		  11&U   - 6th
B Grade   - 2nd		  13&U   - 2nd
C Grade   - 6th		  15&U   - 2nd
D Grade   - 1st		  17&U  - 2nd 

• Road Safety Matters! • 

BE THE DIFFERENCE - SHOW UP FOR YOUR 
TEAM, SLOW DOWN ON THE ROAD. 

The Nar Nar Goon Netball Club is proud to be part 
of the TAC Club Rewards Program for Season 2025. 
The program provides an opportunity for clubs to 
participate in the mission to eliminate fatalities and 
serious injuries on our roads.  This year, the priority 
road safety focus for the season is speeding. 

We are looking for support from our club and  
community!  Keep an eye out, and like, share, & help 
spread important road safety messages on social 
media. 

• When it comes to road safety – we’re all on the same 
team.
• Please like and share to help us – it’s such an 
important message that is relevant to everyone in our 
community  

#ShowUpForYourTeam
#SlowDownOnTheRoad
#TACClubRewards
#TACBeTheDifference
#TACBandTogether #TACVictoria

Ladies of the Swamp 
Charity Quilting Group

The Ladies of the Swamp 
Charity Quilting Group 
started in 2019 in response 
to the Bunyip/Tonimbuk 
bushfires with over 100 quilts 
being donated for those in 
need of some comfort.  
The group now support many charity groups 
including Wombat's Wish, Backpacks4VicKids, local 
nursing homes and aged care organisations as well 
as community group fundraisers and relief efforts 
just to name a few.

Donations of sewing supplies, fabric and quilts (both 
tops and fully completed) are more than welcome.  

The group meet up on "Comfort Quilt Fridays"every 
2nd and 4th Friday each month.  Everyone is welcome 
(including hand sewers).  
For more information, contact: 
Lynne 0417 318 290 or lynne.smythe@gmail.com
or join us on Facebook:

Ladies of the Swamp Charity Quilting Group

Light Horse & Field Artillery 
Museum Needs You!

Remember with gratitude the men and 
women who served for us.

Purchase a brick inscribed with your own 
personal message of remembrance

and help re-open the museum.
Lest We Forget.

The museum has been an icon for many 
years and the Dingle family have worked 
hard to maintain the true character of its 

time.  They are seeking our support with their 
fund-raiser “Brick Appeal”.  If you can help 
in any way with this appeal please contact 

Edward Dingle.
Edward Dingle
Asset Protection/Project Manager
Light Horse & Field Artillery Museum
www.lighthorsemuseum.com.au
Ph: 0419 400 306

Nar Nar Goon
Netball Club

Prefer to have your copy of the 
Goon News emailed to you?

Send us your email address to
goonnews3812@gmail.com
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John Spencer supported by his wife Jo was the guest 
speaker at the last NNG History Group.   He presented 
a very polished story and power point about the 
Spencer family’s legacy to NNG.  His grandfather, 
John Robinson Spencer,  arrived in NNG in the first 
decade of the twentieth century.  He purchased  the 
local store with his uncle Ernest Oram in 1918 from 
the estate of Michael O’Brien who built the store in 
1883.

John Robinson Spencer purchased the Mechanics 
Institute Hall in 1919 which a year later was 
repurchased by the community.  He was the first 
recorded President of NNG Football Club in 1921, 
serving over 5 years.  Family legend has it that he 
gifted land to establish NNG Football Ground and 
NNG Church of England.

Is that why the road to the footy ground is called 
Spencer Street? 

The longer version of the Spencer family story will be 
published in the September Goon News.

Next History Group Meeting:

• Monday 18th August at 2pm at St John’s church 
Guest speaker: Jason Downes
The Downes family have been part of the fabric of 
NNG for many years. Come along and hear the family 
story from Jason. All welcome 

• Monday, September 22nd, 2pm at St. John’s church
Guest Speaker/s: The Geoff Dore Family
The Dore family were among the early  settlers of 
NNG. The Dore story will help us all connect the 
pieces of history to NNG

Please feel free to bring along guests with you.

• October Meeting is the Swamp Bus trip on Friday 
24th October meeting  at 9am leaving from Ambrose 
Byrnes property at 370 Convent School Road (at the 
old Convent School).  The NNG Progress Association 
has kindly funded the bus.  Your cost will be $15 for 
the BBQ afterwards at Ambrose’s property when we 
return around 1pm.

Heather Arnold - local historian and Gerry 
Cunningham who did his thesis on the KWR swamp 
will lead the bus trip which will be to different 
locations in the swamp to last years trip.

Bookings for the bus trip will open on Saturday 11th 
October.  Members of the History Group will receive 
a reminder on that date to book in by text or email. 
People not part of the History Group will be invited 
to join the trip but only after History Group members 
get offered the chance first.

If you’d like to join the History Group just turn up 
at one of the meetings where you’ll be added to the 
mailing list.  There is no cost to be a member and you 
are sure to know some or many of the faces attending.

Sue Rose
History Group Convenor
Ph: 0421 514 607
suerose08@gmail.com

NNG History Group

Thank you Sue!

A huge THANK YOU to Sue Rose for getting the 
Nar Nar Goon History Group off the ground.  She 
has been such a powerhouse and it is wonderful to 
see the group gathering momentum.  We appreciate 
all you do and we thank all the many guests who 
have participated and embraced the History Group 
by sharing all your amazing family stories. 
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Red Gem Growers and Packers moved to Nar Nar 
Goon from Gembrook in 1987.  The Cerchiaro family 
became involved in the business in 1982.  The brand 
of Red Gem started in 1954 with a celebration of 70 
years last year, a very good milestone.  The business 
has been fortunate with the legacy of employees such 
as Billie Riley and Russell Quigley who have stayed 
on with them for a long, long time.  

Robert has been there 33 years and it’s a business that 
the family is passionate about.  The Cerchiaro family 
are 4th generation.  On his Mum’s side his grandfather 
moved to Australia and ended up growing potatoes 
in Gembrook in the early 1960s.  When Robert’s 
father Guido came to Australia on his own, he ended 
up picking asparagus in Koo Wee Rup then found his 
way to Gembrook where he met Robert’s Mum.  

After Guido and his wife married, Robert came along. 
Today in the business they have Robert’s son and his 
nephew involved so now it is 4th generation. 

They want to continue to evolve as a fresh potato and 
fresh produce business.  Potatoes are against current 
farming trends because most of the production has 
gone to broad acre farming in Northern Victoria, 
South Australia and NSW.  NNG is the gateway to 
Gippsland so the business is very well located.  As 
well as brushed potatoes, they do washed potatoes 
which are 40% of the business.  They endeavor to 
affirm their position in the fresh industry, doing more 
washed potatoes.  Unfortunately the requirement for 
brushed potatoes is on the decline due to decreased 
consumption.  

They are focusing on what they know best which is 
potatoes.  Consumers want to see less plastic so they 
are packaging export quality gourmet potato packs 
with Dutch Creme potatoes with skin on in cardboard 
packaging.  This style of packaging tells the story of 
the landscape and the heritage the family and what’s 
best in season.  However, the family is not sure that 
consumers want to pay for sustainability which 
results in the more expensive packaging. 

From 1984, Robert’s Dad, Guido, had a number 
of different partners in the business.  In 2017, they 
bought out the remaining two partners.  Since then 
they have focused on the pack house at NNG and 
farming in the Riverina in NSW.  Robert’s son has 
now come into the business and they are focusing 
on production in Gippsland.  They sold some of the 
land they had in NNG and bought a property in Mt. 
Ararat North Road – apparently it was first home in 
NNG and originally belonged to the Dore family.  On 
the mural on the factory you can see the house, the 
first truck and the NNG business.  The mural was 
already on the factory before they realized the Dore 
house they had purchased was also on the mural.  The 
heritage home wasn’t well looked after.  It was built 
in 1842 and part of a 16,000 acre run.  It was one of the 
first stops for Cobb and Co coming out of Melbourne.  
The house is currently rented but one day the family 
hope a future renovation could potentially turn it into 
a tourist spot and call it Guido’s paddock.

Guido got involved in the business in 1982 in 
Gembrook when it was in the main street.  Then they 
built the next factory just down the road in 1985 and 
then purchased the NNG site in 1987.  They decided 

Red Gem Growers & Packers
Presented by Robert Cerchiaro 
– owner of the business 
23rd June 2025

NNG History Group
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to bring the business to NNG where there was great 
access to Melbourne being right on the Princess Hwy, 
leaving the winding hills of Gembrook behind.   

Photo: Robert and his Dad, Guido

The potato growing in the Riverina is in Hillston 
which is 110 kms north west of Griffith.  The soil is 
very red, off the flood plains of the Lachlan River. 
The property is about 15kms away from the river 
where the further away from the river, the soil gets 
redder in colour.  In Hillston there are two different 
plantings - the first planting starts from Australia 
Day to sometime in February and then the second 
planting is in July.  The reason for growing potatoes in 
Hillston is that it gives the company a potato supply 
in June and July, then supply in autumn comes from 
Gippsland.  In Hillston, they don’t use the river water, 
they use bore water which is actually pumping out of 
the Lachlan aquifer.  In spring the earliest potato crop 
comes from the Atherton Tablelands in Far North 
QLD, which bridges the gap for 4 to 6 weeks and then 
they start with a crop out of Adelaide Plains around 
Virginia and Gawler.  This carries  through until they 
can start at Hillston again which is around the first of 
December. 

Their biggest customer is Coles, followed by Aldi and 
then Hello Fresh.  Hello Fresh is a very big customer 
for Red Gem due to Home Delivery.  Red Gem is the 

first packer/supplier to Hello Fresh which has been 
very good for the business.  
Potatoes are grown all year round and onions are 
brought in from independent growers.  Over the last 
two years the company has been growing onions 
in Tasmania.  The reason for growing the onions in 
Tasmania is that the Red Gem Agronomy team is 
based in Tasmania, which is a good fit.  The main 
Agronomist had contact with families wanting to do 
some different things so they decided to do a joint 
venture with a grower there.  That source supplies 
them with onions from February through to October 
each year and in the months in between they stay out 
of the onion market. 

Red Gem is the only business in the potato industry 
that are washing fresh potatoes on the current scale 
and selling to retail.  Red Gem is one of handful of 
suppliers left doing brushed potatoes.  If you buy a 
washed red potato in Coles, it possibly came from 
Red Gem - one of 3 suppliers to this business.  

They do have contracted crops where Red Gem 
provides the seed along with any advice and a fixed 
price.  Last year there was hail storm which stopped 
the potatoes from growing.  This was a disaster.  This 
year has been the best year for crops that they’ve ever 
dug.  

There are 58 employees on the books with about 
30 people in the pack house.  Every day they are  
dispatching to Adelaide, Brisbane and Sydney.

Most of the potatoes coming into the business are 
their own potatoes that they own the rights to.  They 
are grown as mini tubers in Robinvale that then go to 
Wakerie in South Australia.  The mini tubers then go to 
Kangaroo Island in South Australia.  Kangaroo Island 
is a nursery for disease free potato seed.  Kangaroo 
Island rarely gets a northerly wind that brings aphids 
and insects and disease from the mainland because 
most of the time the wind is a southerly.  They don’t 
get many frosts.  The seed from Kangaroo Island 
comes to the mainland and then goes to areas such 
as Portland in Victoria, the Mallee of South Australia 
and to growers around the states and to the farm in 
Hillston.  

Red Gem red potato is called Mozart and the white 
potato is called Sifra or Siena.  They also have Dutch 
Creams, Kipfler and a lot of other whites that they use 
as long as they meet the company’s cooking and utility 
criteria.  There’s been a lot of changes in the industry.  
Typically in Thorpdale 98% of volume grown was 
for fresh and would go to both wholesale and retail 
markets.  In the last couple of years a company called 
Lamb Weston who are a big American processor and 
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French Fry company moved into Thorpdale and 
offered most of the growers contracts to grow 
chipping potatoes.  All of a sudden the industry 
turned from Fresh to processing to frozen.  This 
change in availability of stock changed the varieties 
grown.  The type of potatoes grown for chipping 
does not meet the need for cooking potatoes in the 
home because they are very starchy and floury.  They 
cook beautiful chips but don’t work for mashing or 
for salads.  

In the finishing discussion about Red Gem and the 
employees over the years, long term employees names 
such as Billie Riley, Russell Quigley, Joe Lenders, Bill 
Doherty, Anne Gardiner and Michelle Granieri were 
mentioned.  Bill Doherty was a well known identity 
around town and comments from the audience such 
as he’d give you a job if you signed up to play with 
NNG Footy Club were heard from the audience.  Dan 
Cunningham was mentioned as he owned a transport 
business carrying potatoes.

Thanks very much to Robert for his presentation and 
the potato and onion give aways that he shared with 
all present.

Our Monday evening training session focused on 
Road Crash Rescue techniques in collaboration with 
our Road Rescue partners from Pakenham SES.  We 
emphasized the crucial role of adequate supplemental 
lighting for scene illumination and the importance 
of effective tool selection and utilisation for efficient 
patient extrication.

HOT SPOT
- from your friendly 

fire brigade



The Mural Town Goon News - Volume 27 - Issue 07 - August 2025 11

T  H  E      G  O  O  N      N  E  W  S

NAR NAR GOON NAR NAR GOON 
BINGO IS BINGO IS 

TURNING 34 !TURNING 34 !
THURSDAYTHURSDAY

2828thth AUGUST AUGUST
Come help us celebrate our Birthday. Come help us celebrate our Birthday. 

Huge free birthday cake to share. Huge free birthday cake to share. 
Great prize money with last session Great prize money with last session 

Jackpot $1,000 guaranteed Jackpot $1,000 guaranteed 
(or $2,000 in 52 calls or less)(or $2,000 in 52 calls or less)

FREE TICKETS FOR EVERY PLAYER FREE TICKETS FOR EVERY PLAYER 
IN OUR RAFFLE IN OUR RAFFLE 

plus tickets to buy in our plus tickets to buy in our 
huge Monster Raffle.huge Monster Raffle.

Great prizes! Great prizes! 
Big Bucks Jackpots of $1,000, Big Bucks Jackpots of $1,000, 

$5,000 or $20,000. $5,000 or $20,000. 
Come join in the fun. Come join in the fun. 

SEE YOU THERE!SEE YOU THERE!

34
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Join us at Outlook Community Centre for our upcoming 
programs.  Everyone is welcome!
To see our complete program please visit www.outlookaust.
org.au or drop into the centre at 24 Toomuc Valley Road, 
Pakenham.

HOW TO ENROL IN A PROGRAM
In Person:	 24 Toomuc Valley Road, Pakenham
Online:		  https://www.outlookaust.org.au/events/
Telephone: 	 1300 617 649
Email: 		  communitycentre@outlookaust.org.au
Payment: 	 Cash, cheque, EFTPOS, credit card - 		
		  online, over the phone or in person

Morning Melodies
Join us for a sing along to popular songs
Featuring Frankie Stevens and Linda Reid. A light lunch is 
included.
Tuesday 12 August, 10.30am – 1pm
Cost: $25 booking essential

Carer’s Morning Tea
Do you care for someone elderly, disabled or with a mental 
illness?
Join us for a morning tea celebration of the amazing 
job you do. A morning to relax and enjoy. There will be 
refreshments and entertainment.
Wednesday 15 October 10am – 1pm
Cost: FREE

Senior Safe Driver Expo
NO TEST INVOLVED
• Free confidential vehicle check of your car
• Health and driving
• Medicines and driving
• Road laws
• Free confidential driving assessment
• Free confidential VicRoads road worthy check on your car
• Tyre maintenance presentation
• Highway patrol Q & A session
Tuesday 9 September, 9.45am - 2.30pm 
Cost: FREE (Includes BBQ lunch and refreshments)
Supported by RoadSafe South East and Vic Roads 
Community Road Safety Grants    

Metro Community Education Session
Metro's Community Education Team's insightful and 
informative information session brings to life the Metro 
Tunnel Project, the largest rail project in Melbourne since 
the City Loop was built more than 40 years ago! The Metro 
Tunnel will provide people with more choice and better 

connections to parts of Melbourne not previously serviced 
by trains. The presentation will focus on the Metro Tunnel 
Project – including the new stations, trains, systems, and 
technological innovations. 
Wednesday 3 September. 11am - 12pm 
Cost: FREE
Supported by METRO

Prostate Cancer Support Group
Support when you need it most 
If you have been impacted by prostate cancer, this group 
will connect you with others who have been through a 
similar experience. A safe space to share experiences with 
diagnosis, treatments and managing side effects. You will 
learn evidence-based information in a friendly environment.
1st Thursday of the month:  4 September & 2 October, 7pm 
- 8.30pm 
Cost: FREE (Gold coin donation welcome)

Cardinia Dementia Connections
Nobody can do it alone
To coincide with Dementia Action week, Care Connect - 
Care Finder Program is hosting an event in conjunction 
with local community organisations, to raise awareness of 
dementia.
Learn about services and supports available to people 
living with dementia and their carers, in the Cardinia Shire.
Tuesday 16 September, 10am - 12pm 
Cost: FREE (a light morning tea will be provided)
Supported by Australian Multicultural Community Services, 
care connect, Carer Gateway, Forget-Me-Not Café, Alfred 
Health and Services Australia

Artificial Intelligence
Unlock the power of AI to enhance your life!
Join us to explore the fascinating world of AI and embrace 
its potential to enhance your daily life safely and effectively. 
This course will provide you with the skills and hands on 
experience you need to confidently navigate and use AI in 
society.  Suitable for Windows and iPad 8th Gen and above
Mondays commencing 11 August for 6 sessions, 
10am - 12pm 
Cost: $30

Computer Maintenance and Internet Safety
Keep your PC running smoothly and your data secure
Covers maintenance tools and options, managing your 
files and folders (including backups), staying safe on the 
internet, avoiding online scams, managing passwords and 
much more.  BYO USB stick.
Tuesdays commencing 26 August for 3 sessions. 
9am - 1pm 
Cost: $25 
(includes course notes)
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The Nar Nar Goon Youth Girls have finished the 
season on top of the ladder and are about to embark 
on their finals journey.  Congratulations Youth Girls.  
Get around them!

The Nar Nar Goon Veterans have finished their 
season with the  Grand Final cup!  Undefeated for 
two years and now back to back premiers!  Well done, 
Goon Vets!

Pakenham East naming update
Council will lodge its request with Geographic Names 
Victoria (GNV) to name Pakenham East ‘Honora 
Fields’ following advice from the Local Government 
Inspectorate that Council’s decision was lawful.  The 
Inspectorate contacted Council late last week advising 
that its investigations into the suburb renaming were 
complete, with no further investigation required 
and clearing Council of any wrongdoing.  The 
Inspectorate has advised that the alleged conduct 
by Council staff and Councillors does not amount 
to a conflict of interest under the Local Government 
Act.  In the interests of integrity and Cardinia Shire’s 
commitment to transparency, Council referred the 
process used during the Pakenham East suburb 
naming to the Local Government Inspectorate for 
review in September last year after the following 
motion was put at its 16 September 2024 Council 
Meeting:  That Council refer the process used during 
the Pakenham East suburb naming to the Local 

Government Inspectorate for review, in particular to 
consider allegations that:
a) that the Councillors influenced a changed Officers 
recommendation of the recommended name,
b) that Officers and Councillors workshopped a rating

matrix for the consultation data in full view of the data 
which compromised the integrity of the consultation 
and,
c) that undisclosed potential perceived conflicts of 
interests by Councillors and Officers are relevant.
Council will now lodge its submission to GNV 
to formally adopt the name ‘Honora Fields’.  The 
lodgement will provide anyone who objected to 
the name to request GNV to review the process 
undertaken.  Council will also write to those 
who submitted objections and residents within 
the proposed suburb boundary to advise of the 
Inspectorate’s decision on this matter.

Festival and Events Grants Program
Cardinia Shire Council is committed to enhancing 
the annual calendar of events and programs which 
celebrate our local identity, diverse communities and 
the broader arts and culture appeal.  The 2025-2026 
Festival and Events grant program is for events which 
will be held between July 2025 and June 2026.  As of 
July 2025, the Festival and Events Grant program will 
reopen on a rolling basis until 30 June 2026, or until 
all funds are exhausted. A total of $193,162 in grant 
funding will be allocated to this reopened round and 
assessed continuously until the funds are allocated.

Nar Nar Goon
Footy Club
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Nar Nar Goon Posh Op Shop!
8 Main Street, Nar Nar Goon
Household items, books, toys, clothes and 

footwear.  Seasonal specials and more.

Donations received during 
operating hours only.  Clothing to be clean, 

in good condition and not too heavy to 
handle.  Volunteers are most welcome.

Supporting the Nar Nar Goon & 
Tynong CFA.

OPEN: Tues - Fri: 11am to 4pm 
   Sat: 10am to 2pm

Contact Genevieve Shallard 0404 696 333 or
Thelma Slade 0400 546 676 for information

St John’s POSH Op Shop

The POSH Op Shop

ST THOMAS’ BUNYIP
16 A’Beckett Road,

Sunday sung eucharist 9:15am

HILL VIEW Communion Service 1st Friday of the month

For further information contact Parish Office on 5629 5295
Wedding and Baptism enquiries welcome.

Anglican Parish of Bunyip

Weekend Mass Times

St James Church, 
60 Nar Nar Goon Road, Nar Nar Goon,
Mass every Saturday evening at 5pm
------------------------------------------------------------------------------
St John the Baptist, 
Station St, Koo Wee Rup
Mass - Every Sunday 9.30am
------------------------------------------------------------------------------
St Joseph’s 
Bunyip River Road, Iona 
Mass - Every Sunday 11am
------------------------------------------------------------------------------
St Mary’s Lang Lang & Holy Family Maryknoll
Please refer to the Parish Bulletin which is available at the
parish office 60 Nar Nar Goon Road, Nar Nar Goon
Office hours: Tuesday 10:30am to 3:30pm and Friday 
9.00am - 1pm
Phone 0456 000 990  Email ionaparish@dcsi.net.au

Parish Administrator: Fr Avinash George
mobile no. 0451 997 904
Baptism Preparation - please contact the Parish office

IONA-MARYKNOLL & KOO WEE RUP
CATHOLIC PARISHES IN PARTNERSHIP

6 Main Street, Nar Nar Goon
Child-friendly Family Service

 on Sundays at 10am 

ENQUIRIES: Rev Cathy Turnbull
Ph: 0400 687 771

Everyone most welcome

ST JOHN’S ANGLICAN CHURCH

Welcomes you to the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass 
Celebrated weekdays at 7:15am

The Traditional Rite Celebrated Sundays 8am & 10am
15 Granite Lane, Tynong 
(Off the Princes Freeway)

For inquiries Tel: (03) 5629 1045
In the case of an emergency and in need 

of a priest call Fr. Elias: 0402 597 304

CORPUSCHRISTI CATHOL IC
CHURCH

ENCOMPASS GROUP 

For people with disabilities and their carers.

We meet once a month on the 1st Sunday at 
St John’s Community Room @ 12:15 - 2pm 
for lunch and a time of fun, laughter and to 

support one another. 

Bring a plate to share.

Contact Genevieve 0404 696 333 for dates
(usually 3rd Sunday)
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Ph: 0412 636 376
15 Tarmac Way, Pakenham VIC 3810

We sell Spinny Things!... and all the other bits that 
will make and keep your trailer working.  We provide 

all of our customers with great quality products at 
the lowest possible price.  We deliver all our spinny 
things AUSTRALIA-WIDE on a retail basis from our 

headquarters in Pakenham, outer Melbourne.

Spinny Things Trailer Parts and Accessories
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 GARFIELD 
 PHARMACY 
 “We proudly support local community” 

 Services:  Prescriptions, Webster Packs, 
 Flu-Vaccination, NDSS. TAC/WorkCover. 

 Mon-Fri: 9am-5pm, Sat: 9am-1pm 
 73-75 Main Street GARFIELD 

 PH: 03 5629 2408 
 Follow us on facebook 

PROFESSIONAL BOOKKEEPING, BAS and PAYROLL SERVICES
Focus on what truly matters - your business and family 

Let us handle the bookkeeping and secure your peace of mind
Are you overwhelmed by paperwork and struggling to stay on top of the ever changing ATO regulations and deadlines? 
We specialise in professional bookkeeping and payroll services tailored to meet your business needs and as your 
registered BAS Agent, we're not just part of your team; we're the key to unlocking your business's potential. Let us tackle 
your challenges and streamline your processes, giving you the freedom to focus on what truly matters: your business, 

your family, and your peace of mind. We specialise in Xero software being certified and accredited Gold Advisors.

WHAT OUR TEAM CAN DO FOR YOU AND YOUR BUSINESS

• Bookkeeping including Accounts Payable, Receivable, Bank Reconciliations, 
  Expense & Debtor Management Data Entry
• BAS Preparation and Lodgement	
• IAS Preparation and Lodgement	 • ATO Lodgements			 
• Payroll - Single Touch Payroll	 • Superannuation			 
• Workcover				    • Payroll Tax				  
• GST Registration			   • Liaison with the ATO		
• PAYG Withholding Registration	 • EOFY reviews, reconciliations and processing
• Financial Reporting			  • TPAR (Taxable Payments Annual Reporting)
• Fuel Tax Credits			   • Support and assistance		
• Health check of current software	 • Recovery work			 
• Assist with audits			   • Software setups			 
• Software training and support	 • Specialise in Xero software

Contact Sharron on Ph: 0409 426 516 
smltaylor@taylormoore.com.au 
www.taylormoore.com.au
Celebrating 21 years in business
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OUR SERVICES
> Commercial & Domestic
> Wood & Aluminium Door Repairs
> Sliding Door Repairs
> Bi Fold Door Repairs
> Security Door Repairs
> Screen Replacement
> Cavity Door Repairs
> Pocket Door Repairs
> Wardrobe Door Repairs
> Wardrobe Door Replacement
> Door Locks
> Reverse / Flip Sliding Door Direction
> Farm Shed / Shed Door Repairs

We fix your sliding door needs
ASK ABOUT OUR 5 YEAR 

WARRANTY

We work with Real Estates, 
Schools, Residentials as well as:

- Apartments - 
- Commercial - 

- Govt - 
- Shop - 

- Retirement Homes -
- Student Accomodation - 

Melbourne Apartment Repairs

5 STAR SERVICE
DON’T PAY TO REPLACE !!

WE REPAIR YOUR DOORS FOR A FRACTION OF 
THE COST OF A NEW REPLACEMENT, 

WE’RE SO SURE OF OUR QUALITY WORKMANSHIP 

SLIDING DOOR REPAIRS

0438 538 244 
BASED OUT OF CORA LYNN

info@asdrm.com.au
www.allslidingdoorrepairsmelbourne.com.au
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RURAL FENCING CONTRACTOR 
CHRIS LISTON - 0407 999 144

Specialising in:
• Post and Rail
• Barb Wire
• Plain Wire

• Dressage Arenas
• Stock Proof Fencing
• Maintenance & Repairs

NO JOB TOO SMALL	                                   FREE QUOTES

ABN: 36497061725

All aspects of landscaping including:
• Synthetic Grass	 • Garden Makeovers	 • Water Features                 • Paving
• Retaining Walls	 • Decorative Screens	 • Turf Prep & Installation	

Rowan Willis: Ph 0425 810 055  
Email: 101rowanwillis@gmail.com 

1/17 Bate Close
Pakenham 3810

DR DAVID KIM 

 

86 RACECOURSE ROAD

PAKENHAM VIC 3810

 

t:  (03) 5941 5994

e: racecourseroadvet@gmai l .com

 

Veterinarian

BVSc (Melb)

Our Advertisers!
Send us in a profile of your 

business, maybe a photo.  We’ll 
promote you in the Goon News 
and on our Facebook page at no 

additional cost.
goonnews3812@gmail.com

Telephone: 1300 655 652
Fax: 03 5629 2673

Officer Farm:  336 Brown Rd, Officer

Neil Cranston

info@dandenongchristmastreefarm.com.au
www.dandenongchristmastreefarm.com.au

@melbxtrees
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Nar Nar Goon Crane Trucks

•  Crane reach 12 metres 
  with 8 metre tray

•  Transport and site lifts

contact: 
Greg 0438 886 554 or 
Stewart 0437 072 535

          SStteerrlliinngg  CCaarrppeett  
CCaarree  

GGAARRFFIIEELLDD  
  

SPECIALISING IN 
 Carpet/Upholstery Cleaning 
 Water Damage 
 Emergency Flood Restoration 
 Vinyl Floor Strip & Seal 
 Tile & Grout Cleaning  
 Leather Cleaning 

 
Houses, Bond exit clean, Offices, 
Schools/Kindergartens, Aged Care &        
High-rise Apartments. 

 
Melbourne to Moe 

Phone: 0409 010 106 
sterlingcc@bigpond.com.au 

 
 

Working with Children Check 
Police Checked 

Fully Insured 
 
 

For Quality Carpet Care! 

Acupuncturist & Naturopath
Nar Nar Goon Acupuncture & Naturopath Studio

Private health rebates apply

Joanne Riley
#stress, sleep, anxiety & depression #chronic pain

#digestive disorders #immune dysfunction
#hormonal #gynecological #fertility

M:0407636453 E: jorileywellness@gmail.com
Tuesdays, Fridays & most Saturdays

Nar Nar Goon
Post Office

Australia Post Services
Cards, Gifts

Sachini

Phone:	5942 5201
Fax:	 5942 5616

JORDAN DOWNES
P    0435 771 401
E    admin@un-phazed.com.au

REC 30475

 0439-932-446
 iinnffoo@@aarrttsshheeddoonnddoorree..ccoomm..aauu       
 www.artshedondore.com.au

Scan here

Paint & Sip Venue

Private functions
Guided Art classes

available 7 days
day or night

Dore Rd, Pakenham
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Our Advertisers.
If you would like to feature your business in The Goon News, 
simply send in your editorial along with a photo or 2.  We’d be 
happy to profile your business or special deals and it’s FREE !

Nar Nar Goon Progress Association

Goon News
Advertising Rates
Business card size  $55.00 a yr
Quarter page		    $132.00 a yr
Half page		     $220.00 a yr
Full page                   $440.00 a yr

(11 issues per year)

Contact:  Editor, Joanne Parker
0448 533 511

goonnews3812@gmail.com

Advertising in the Goon News will 
not only help promote your 

business, but will also help keep the 
Goon News running. 

Thank you for advertising!LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED
• LAYER PELLETS • BIRDS • CALVES • 

CHOOKS • COWES • RICE HULLS • ALL 
HORSE FEEDS • PIGS • GOATS • DUCKS • 

DOGS • CATS •

IF WE DON’T HAVE IT, WE CAN GET IT!
PHONE OR FACEBOOK YOUR ORDER

SO WE CAN HAVE IT READY FOR WHEN 
YOU ARRIVE.

FIND US ON FACEBOOK
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• For all your slashing & Cutting needs
• We have heavy duty 6 foot slasher
  & heavy duty ride on mower
• DJ-GeM Slashing & Cutting does go   
  Victoria wide

Darryl Lee 
Phone: 0430 568 988

Email: dancermuso@icloud.com

Our Advertisers...

If you would like to feature your business in 
The Goon News, simply send in your editorial 

along with a photo or 2.  
We’d be happy to profile your business or 

promote any special deals and it’s FREE!  

We also have a Facebook page.

Nar Nar Goon Progress Association

McDonagh Painting
Quality painting cost no more

Patrick McDonagh
Painter & Decorator

Mcdonaghpainting4@gmail.com

Mobile: 0456 067 063
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GENERAL & STRATEGIC BOOKKEEPING

CATCH-UP & RECTIFICATION

PAYROLL SERVICES

SOFTWARE TRAINING

ARE YOU BEHIND
ON YOUR BOOKS?
With years of experience and a local touch, I help
business owners decode their numbers so they
can make confident business decisions.

Our Services:

CONTACT US

Scan the QR to see our website:

0412-390-797

chris@ccsortsnumber.com.au

KNOW YOUR NUMBERS. GROW YOUR BUSINESS. CALL CHRIS NOW.

Your Local Electrician

rhysbackman@gmail.com
REC 21563

•   Faults, Repairs & Maintenance
•   Switchboard Upgrades
•    New Homes & Renovations
•    TV Wall Mounting
•    TV / Phone / Data Points
•    Lighting Upgrades
•    Ovens & Cooktops
•    Hot Water Systems
•    Underground Cable Installations

Call for reliable service
and a no obligation free quote.

REC 21563 
ABN 85 656 042 643

rhysbackman@gmail.com

0402 138 940

RHYS BACKMAN

Goon News
Advertising Rates

Business card size        $55.00 a yr
Quarter page		     $132.00 a yr
Half page		     $220.00 a yr
Full page                        $440.00 a yr

(11 issues per year)

Contact:  Editor, Joanne Parker
0448 533 511

goonnews3812@gmail.com

Advertise in the Goon News.  
Promote your business.  

Keep the Goon News running. 
Thank you for advertising!
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Cardinia Lakes Pharmacy
Shop 6

140 Windermere Blvd
Pakenham

Phone: 5940 5218
Friendly service, Webster Packs, 

Blood Pressure Checks, 
NDSS, Loads Of Gifts !!

Mon - Fri 8.30am to 8.00pm
Saturday 9.00am to 5.00pm
Sunday 10.00am to 5.00pm
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REGISTER YOUR INTEREST 1300 925 349 | ridgeleaestate.com.au

It’s all at Ridgelea
Discover a community in Pakenham East designed 
to empower you and your family to be happy, healthy 
and fulfilled. 

Luke & Kylie
5 Carney Street
Nar Nar Goon

TheButcherwithTheChef

Ph: 5942 5370

Nar Nar Goon
Smokehouse

Home Salon in
Nar Nar Goon
By appointment only

M - 0477101989

KPLhairstudio
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 Thursday
Nar Nar Goon Primary School

 11.00am - 12.00pm

Hours might differ on 
public holidays & 

special days.

Community Diary
• Every Sunday morning:  CFA training
• Every Monday evening:  CFA training / meetings
• Third Monday:  Nar Nar Goon RSL Sub Branch 
meets monthly at the Community Centre at 2pm
- Contact Samantha O’Sullivan on 0419 537 606
- Next meeting: Contact Samantha for confirmed date
• Monthly Monday: Nar Nar Goon History Group 
meet 2pm in St John’s Church or Op Shop (behind). 
Contact Sue Rose on 0421 514 607
- Next Meeting:  Aug 18,  Sep 22, Oct 24 - Swamp Tour 
• Fourth Tuesday:  NNG Progress Association meet 
bi-monthly at the St John’s Community Centre at 7pm
- Next meeting:  Aug 26, Sep 23, Oct 28
• Tuesday fortnightly:  Euchre Club at Community 
Centre, 8pm
- Contact Jim Chatfield on 5942 5263
- Next meeting:  Aug 12, 26, Sept 9, 23, Oct 7, 21  
• Fourth Wednesday:  Pakenham Camera Club meets 
at the Community Centre of Meadowvale Retirement 
Village, Eagle Drive, Pakenham at 7.30pm
- Next meeting:  Aug 27, Sept 24, Oct 22, Nov 26
• Thursday:  For information on local Scout meetings, 
please contact Olive Elston, Ph: 0408 390 593.
• Every Thursday night:  BINGO! at the Community 
Centre.  Eyes down 7.30pm/8.00pm. Book sales 6:45pm
• Second Saturday of month & 5th Saturday 
(if applicable):  Old Time Dance at Nar Nar Goon 
North Hall
- Contact Kaye on 5942 5411, Fred, Beryl on 5942 8246
- Next dance: Aug 9 & 30, Sept 13, Oct 12, Nov 9 & 30

CONTACT INDIVIDUAL CLUBS FOR DETAILS 
Weekly Church Services:
• Sunday:     St John’s Holy Eucharist - 10am
                       St John the Baptist - 9:30am
	           St Joseph’s - 11am
• Saturday:  Mass at St. James - 5pm

The Goon News wishes to advise that the views or 
remarks expressed in this publication are not necessarily 
the views of the volunteer committee and editor and 
no service or endorsement is implied by the listing of 
advertisers, sponsors or contributors.  Although every 
effort is taken in reproducing and printing advertisements 
and contributions correctly, we take no responsibility for 
errors.
285 issues printed monthly

Got something to say?
Good news, Bad news,

Tell it to The Goon News.
What have you personally, or your organisation been 
doing lately?
A bit of publicity goes a long way.
There’s no better way of sharing your achievements than 
letting the people of Nar Nar Goon (and beyond) know 
what’s happening out there.
We want to get your story told.
Supply us with your info, a photo or two and let us do 
the rest.
Don’t be Shy!

goonnews3812@gmail.com
PO Box 153, Nar Nar Goon 3812

Contributions can also be placed in 
the box at the Posh Op Shop.

Prefer to have your copy of the 
Goon News emailed to you?

Send us your email address to
goonnews3812@gmail.com
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Pakenham,  148 Main St, Pakenham, Victoria, 3810 - Phone: 03 5941 1562
Warragul,  16 Smith St, Warragul, Victoria, 3820 - Phone: 03 5623 4255

www.roylaines.com.au

Rainfall 2024 Rainfall 2025Rainfall 2025
Month Geoff L Zoe Geoff B Geoff L Zoe Geoff B

January 154.80 120.00 144.60 60.60 41.00 36.00

February 25.80 22.00 26.00 67.60 54.00 77.40

March 13.00 7.00 10.00 72.20 55.00 54.00

April 144.20 132 126.00 36.00 35.00 44.00

May 39.00 (41.50) 44.00 36.40 31.00 20.00

June 56.20 79.00 38.00 74.00 55.00 50.20

July 155.40 136.00 138.00 113.00 91.00 79.20

August 35.00 26.00 16.40

September 114.00 85.00 91.20

October 84.80 (75.00) 65.20

November 57.60 48.80 62.50

December 44.80 45.60 42.60

Total 924.60 701.40 804.50 459.80 362.00 360.80

Community Contact List
Organisations Contact Phone No.

Adult Riding Club Kate Holmes 0412 992 850

Chairo School Fiona Clacy 5942 5632

Community Hall Cardinia Shire 1300 787 624

Cricket Club Nick Mueller 0437 365 376

Fire Brigade - Captain Justin Seddon 0402 763 663

Football Club Andrew Rose 
secretary@narnarfc.com

Kindergarten Brooke Johnson 5942 5287

BC/AC Landcare Group Kate Holmes 0412 992 850

Local Councillor Alanna Pomeroy 0436 353 194

Nar Nar Goon Bingo Sharon 0417 446 840

NNG History Group Sue Rose 0421 514 607

Nar Nar Goon North Hall Kaye Willis 5942 5411

Netball Club Hanna Smith 0403 969 779

Pony Club Kerry Harley 0407 646 092

Primary School Jacqui Cutler 5942 5311

Recreation Reserve Cardinia Shire 1300 787 624

R.S.L. - Secretary Samantha O’Sullivan 0419 537 606

St. James School Rebecca Roche 5942 5404

Scouts/Cubs Olive Elston 0408 390 593

Vinnies Welfare 
Assistance Line www.vinnies.org.au 1800 305 330

It’s your responsibility to make sure your 
organisation’s contact details are correct.

NAR NAR GOON PROGRESS ASSOCIATION

Editor:	Joanne Parker
Phone:	0448 533 511
Email:	 goonnews3812@gmail.com
Facebook: Nar Nar Goon Progress Association

Contributions can be sent via email to 
goonnews3812@gmail.com or 

placed in the Goon News box at the Posh Op Shop or
by post to PO Box 153, Nar Nar Goon 3812.
Contact:  0448 533 511 for more information.

Defibrillators:
Defibrillators are located in the following places for use 
prior to ambulance arriving.  In case of an emergency call 
000 first.

• The Nar Nar Goon Fire Station. (24 hour accessible)

( - - Available during hours of operating - - )

• Nar Nar Goon Primary School. (school hours only)
• St James Primary School (school hours only)
• NNG Rec Reserve. (when rooms / reserve in use)
• Graham Farr (NNG Nth resident)
   (registered with Ambulance Victoria and available with 
   contact by phone: 0468 815 211) 

24 Hour AED

The Goon News would like to acknowledge 
the following sponsors for their support:

proudly supporting 
The Goon News

Please Note:  Rainfall in parentheses are an average of the recorded 
amounts as recordings for these months were unable to be taken.

proudly supporting 
The Goon News


